Many studies have shown altered hemispheric asymmetry-particularly in perisylvian regions-in schizophrenia patients as well as in individuals with dyslexia. Here we explore the similarity of these findings comparing the localization of the magnetic auditory N100m to the German syllable [ba:] in schizophrenia patients, dyslexic adults, and healthy control subjects. Control subjects showed the typical finding of more anterior sources in the right than in the left perisylvian region. In contrast, both schizophrenia patients and dyslexic subjects displayed a symmetrical N100m source configuration. While in people with dyslexia the alteration appears to originate in the right hemisphere, left-hemispheric deviations might contribute to reduced asymmetry in schizophrenia patients. Our results indicate that an absence of lateralized auditory responses in the temporal lobes may reflect a common deviance present in dyslexia and schizophrenia. The nonspecific finding of reduced cerebral laterality may be accounted for by population-specific differences in the functional organization of perisylvian sites.
Introduction
Neuroanatomical research indicates altered lateralization of the temporal plane in people with schizophrenia (Sommer, Ramsey, Kahn, Aleman, & Bouma, 2001 ) and dyslexia (Shapleske, Rossell, Woodruff, & David, 1999) . In both cases pre-or perinatal neurodevelopmental abnormalities are thought to lie at the core of the problem (Akbarian et al., 1996; Galaburda, 1993) .
Despite the obvious differences between the two disorders some intriguing similarities have recently been reported. For instance, an impaired perception of stop consonant-vowel syllables as usually described for children with dyslexia (Tallal, Merzenich, Miller, & Jenkins, 1998) has also been observed in schizophrenia patients (Cienfuegos, March, Shelley, & Javitt, 1999) . In dyslexia, reduced amplitudes of the electrophysiological mismatch negativity have often been demonstrated and discussed as an index of impaired * Corresponding author. Tel.: +49-7531-884616; fax: +49-7531-884601.
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auditory processing (Kujala & Näätänen, 2001) . Similarly, smaller mismatch responses were recorded in schizophrenia patients in electroencephalographic (Javitt, Grochowski, Shelley, & Ritter, 1998) as well as magnetoencephalographic (MEG) studies (Kreitschmann-Andermahr et al., 1999) . A more basic index of adequate sensory registration that is elicited by repetitive stimulation with simple tones or syllables is the auditory N100 or its magnetic counterpart, the N100m. The N100m source is located more anteriorly in the right than in the left hemisphere in most normal right-handed individuals (Eulitz, Diesch, Pantev, Hampson, & Elbert 1995; Ohtomo et al., 1998; Rockstroh et al., 2001) . Several studies showed a reduction or even reversal of this asymmetry in a high proportion of schizophrenia patients (Reite, Teale, Goldstein, Whalen, & Linnville, 1989; Rockstroh et al., 2001) . In adults with dyslexia, Heim, Eulitz, and Elbert (2003a) observed lessened interhemispheric asymmetry of N100m in response to the syllable [ba:] due to an atypical source configuration in the right perisylvian region.
The analogous findings in the two different disorders give rise to questions about the underlying brain mechanisms. Recently, Crow (2000) has offered an account of schizophrenia as linked to the language development in
